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125 Celebration Ball 

This magnificent event takes place on Friday 
29th January, 2016 at 7.30pm at the stunning 
Belgrave Rooms on Goldsmith Street,          
Nottingham. The evening will be hosted by 
Irene who will welcome our very special 
guests including Jenny Seeley MBE (our     
patron) and Cllr Jackie Morris, Lord Mayor of 
Nottingham. We have had a fantastic         
response so far from our Corporate Partners 
and guests include Nottingham Trent          

University, RED IFA (Independent Financial Advisors), Hargreave 
Hale (Investment Advisors) and Nelsons Solicitors – these       
organisations have purchased a whole table for the Ball, what a 
mark of their support for our wonderful charity! 

Celebrations will begin at 7.30pm with our Gala Dinner,            
comprising a three course menu specially designed for the        
occasion. Dinner will be followed by a short presentation about 
the work of the charity and the difference your support has made 
to lives of deaf people. After dinner the evening’s entertainment 
and celebrations really start to take shape, with an open bar, live 
music and dancing to the wonderful voice of Campbell Bass and 
his fantastic DJ set (check out his music at                      
www.campbellbass.com/website/) 

Guests who want to try something a little different can take part 
in our very exciting 1-2-5 Casino; we have 5 casino tables,       
complete with croupiers who will help you spend your ‘Funny 
Money’ 

During the evening Guests will have the opportunity to learn 
more about the contribution Deaf people have made to             
Nottinghamshire, through an interactive photographic             
exhibition taken from our extensive archive.   

How your help can make a real difference 

 We are holding a ‘silent’ auction and raffle but we still need 
donations of prizes so please speak to your contacts and     
support this wonderful fundraising event. 

 Buy a ticket £50 per person, please also bring along your      
family and friends and have a wonderful night – we recognise 
tickets are not cheap but this is a charity event and all funds 
raised will go toward the Nottinghamshire Deaf Society 1-2-5  

campaign, which means Nottinghamshire Deaf Society can   
continue to open the communication door for deaf people 
across Nottinghamshire, making a real difference for 
deaf  people in their everyday lives.  

We need volunteers on the night to help with a number of key 
tasks. If you are willing to volunteer please contact Irene. 

Panto Time! 

Pantomime time is almost here! 

With over 400 tickets sold, we here at NDS 
hope everyone is just as excited as we are 
about this year’s pantomime, Dick           
Whittington!  

Dick Whittington is the story of a poor    
country lad who sets out into the big wide 

world to seek his fortune, along with his amazing rat-catching cat. 
But has the path to happy-ever-after ever been an easy one?  

Join us to find out as Dick travels both land and sea; battles the 
notorious King Rat with a little help from his mum Sarah the Cook
(played by Nottingham Playhouse favourite Jon Elkington) and 
faithful friend Tommy the cat, and even falls in love with the     
beautiful Alice Fitzwarren. It’s all in a day’s work on the road from 
country bumpkin to Lord Mayor of London! 

Kenneth Alan Taylor returns to direct this year’s magical Christmas 
panto – with glittering scenery, fabulous frocks and mesmerising 
musical numbers, Dick Whittington is a whirl-wind adventure for all 
the family. After all, it wouldn’t be Christmas without the            
Playhouse panto! 

 BSL Courses 

We are running 4 BSL courses at the moment, on Wednesday     
evenings, including one Level 1, two Level 2s and one Level 3. We 
asked our Level 1 students for their impressions of starting to learn 
BSL at NDS. All the responses were very positive, and here are 
some examples: 

‘The BSL Level 1 course has been an excellent experience for me 
because it gives me a greater opportunity to put the skills I have 
learnt into practise. The building has a nice warm atmosphere and 
it’s a chance to make new friends‘  
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‘Very enjoyable course, hard at times, but Simon is very good at 
helping us as there are students with varying levels and abilities of 
signing to help us all learn’ 

‘I think that BSL has really given me better skills to do my job. It 
has given me more understanding with deaf people—looking  
forward to doing Level 2’ 

‘The tutor is very passionate to teach us as much as he could—
brilliant. I have found many perfect people here, and learned so 
many signs even in Level 1. I didn’t think that we were going to 
work as hard as we did’ 

‘I think BSL is really interactive and fun. I like learning languages 
and this is a great way to communicate. Bring on next term!’ 

‘It’s fun and friendly atmosphere. The teaching is practical and 
uses different methods which keeps us interested all the time.’ 

We will be running another Level 1 course from January 2016—
details can be found on our website. 

 Service Compliments 

We always like to celebrate positive feedback about our services, 
and Ally Ash recently received this from one of her Welfare Rights 
clients: 

‘Thank you so much for seeing us today :). It was nice to see **** 
coming out his shell to you, which was nice because he never  
really talks to anyone he don’t know xxx. I’m hoping you getting in 
touch with them helps. It can be a struggle for us as parents to get 
him talking to people and coaxing him to do things’. 

We also received this following an event held at NDS: 

‘I want to thank you for all the work you put into my party       
preparations. The event was a great success, everyone             
complimented everything, especially the food’ 

We say ‘goodbye’ to our Heriot-Watt 
Students 

Our two Heriot-Watt students, 
Rowan McLeod and Tommy 
Malone, will be leaving NDS in 
December, having spent 3 
months on placement with us. 
They have played an important 
role in the main office, and 
have spent time with the     

interpreters and in Welfare Rights. We’d like to say a big thank 
you to them  both for their help and enthusiasm, and we  will 
miss them! Here is what they have to say about their time at NDS: 

Rowan: Starting at such an established organisation, with such 
experienced colleagues and an active Deaf Community was 
daunting to say the least. Everyone was so warm and welcoming 
though, and my time at NDS has been very enjoyable. The things I 
have learned, the stories I have been told, I will remember 
throughout my career. Thank you to everyone for your patience, 
particularly when I struggled to find a sign, for being so        en-
couraging, and for welcoming Tommy and I. Future students com-
ing to NDS are very fortunate.  

Tommy: Being at NDS has been a worthwhile experience, from 
the welcoming nature of community members, to the various 
aspects of Deaf Culture that I’ve learnt about. The Nottingham 
Deaf Community is so friendly and open-hearted, that even  
something as simple as going for a drink at the Wednesday social 
night would end up being a worthwhile experience. I’m very 

grateful to the Nottingham Deaf Community! I would also like to 
thank the staff at NDS for being so helpful, from my helpful work 
colleagues to the interpreters, who have all given me interesting 
viewpoints on certain aspects of Deaf culture, which will           
undoubtedly help me on my path to becoming an interpreter. 
Thanks for all your help, and I’m sure I’ll see you soon! 

Isla van der Heiden is a 19 year old student at 
Heriot-Watt University Edinburgh. She lives just 
outside Aberlour, a small village in the north east 
of Scotland. She loves animals and has cats, dogs, 
sheep, chickens and horses at home. During her 
last two years of high school she participated in 
evening classes in BSL at the local college,    

attaining level 2 sign language. Her university degree is             
Languages: interpreting and translating (BSL and French). She is a 
keen highland dancer and spends her summer holidays as a tour 
guide at the Glenlivet whisky Distillery.  

 

Spotlight on Staff  - Michael Peacock 

Michael Peacock has joined NDS as its Head of 
Operations. This is a newly created role to help 
NDS meet the challenges ahead. In particular, 
Michael will focus on day to day finances,         
organisational processes, the building, IT, health 
and safety and our relationship with key         
stakeholders in the building – basically all the   
support functions that help make NDS tick. He will 

work closely with Irene and Fran as part of a new senior           
management team and will supervise and support Brain, Sarah 
and Matt. 

Michael’s previous role was Project Manager at STAA Ltd, another 
Nottingham charity which worked on the St Anns Allotments   
regeneration project. The site was listed Grade 2* by English   
Heritage and received multi-million pound investment from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. Thanks to his experience, Michael is      
confident in taking on responsibility for this very special building 
and is keen to explore ways in which NDS can champion the rich 
cultural heritage of the Deaf community through the new HLF-
funded project. Michael’s former experience includes Allotments 
Manager at Sheffield City Council and he has worked in the      
private, public and charitable sectors. 

 

New Heriot-Watt Students 

In January, we will be welcoming two new students on placement 
from Heriot-Watt University: 

Before starting the British Sign Language                
interpreting course at Heriot-Watt University in    
Edinburgh, Fiona Stevenson lived in Aberdeen for 7 
years, where she did a degree. She remembers    
having an interest in sign language from a young 

age, when she taught herself the alphabet for a school ‘show and 
tell’, but this was renewed when she was on a bus and saw two 
women signing to each other. She asked them how she could 
learn BSL, and then started BSL classes at the local college. 

Fiona has also worked full time with an agency in a wide range of 
care settings, and so finding ways to communicate with people 
has always interested her. She is really enjoying her course at  
Heriot-Watt, and has been amazed by the history and culture of 
the Deaf community. She looks forward to her placement at NDS 
in January 2015. 
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Michael is keen to get stuck into his new role and relishes the 
challenge of learning  sign language in the new year. He was 
thrown very much in the deep end during his first week with a 
thorough grilling from the Over 55s Club. He survived the          
experience and even came out smiling! 

Latest Funding News 

Great News about the Heritage Lottery Fund! 

You will recall in the May and August newsletters Irene confirmed 
that NDS had submitted a funding application to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund for a research project. She is delighted to confirm 
that a bid for £60,000 has been successful. In January NDS will be 
recruiting a project officer and volunteers for the ‘Hearing Deaf 
Voices Project’ which will…….. 

 Celebrate the history of people and community: capturing 
and displaying the memories, experiences, histories and 
heritage of the Deaf community through an oral and digital 
history, including video histories, diaries, photographic and 
other records - preserving them for generations.   

 Preserve and display historical records and equipment: 
dating back to c1878, comprising a unique archive of 
meeting records, annual reports, development plans,     
photographs, film footage, press clippings and audiology 
equipment that has helped support Deaf people for 125 
years. 

 

 Increase understanding, changing attitudes and building 
bridges between the Deaf and hearing communities,       
contributing to a sustainable future for Deaf heritage, part 
of the tapestry of national life. 

 

 Engage a wide community audience, enabling them to 
learn more about the history, heritage and positive       
contribution of the Deaf community through an             
innovative, portable ‘community collection’ display.  

Local Sustainability Fund 

In August we reported that NDS had submitted a first round   
funding application to the Office for Civil Society Local               
Sustainability Fund seeking £75,000 to help us develop the       
organisation in 3 priority areas. We are thrilled to confirm that we 
were asked to submit a second stage application, we will know if 
we have been successful in the second round in January/February 
2016.  

Our application focused on making NDS a more secure,              
sustainable and resilient organisation by doing 3 key things: 

 Transforming how we operate as an organisation  

 Adapting to reduced public funding, changing market     
conditions and increased demand 

 Becoming contract ready, creating income generating    
services and income streams from an asset 

Potential New Contracts 

In November, NDS completed a competitive tender process to 
provide sign language interpretation services for deaf students in 
a range of direct learning and teaching activities for Nottingham 
Trent University. Although we won’t know for a couple of months 
if we were the preferred provider, we are very happy that we 
were able to submit a very strong bid based on a proven track 
record of quality service delivery evidenced by our customers. 
Watch this space for more information. 

Experian Volunteers 

In September, we were very lucky to welcome a team of volunteers 
from Experian who came to paint the Main Hall for us, free of 
charge. Not only did they do a great job of painting, but also       
provided all the paint, tools and equipment. Painting the hall has 
made a real difference to us by improving the working                 
environment, and was also a really great partnership opportunity 
for NDS which will bring lots of publicity to both organisations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

125 Commemoration Service 

Nottingham Deaf Church enjoyed themselves as NDS celebrated 
their 125th Anniversary at St. John’s Church, Carrington. The Rt. 
Rev. Tony Porter, Bishop of Sherwood who preached during the 
service also enjoyed himself. Bishop Tony said, “I really enjoyed 
sharing in their celebration. They always make me SO welcome. 
They are such positive people – they are such fun to be with.” 

During the service we gave thanks for our   
history and members of the Deaf Choir relayed 
key events over 125 years. There was also a 
work of art on display put together with the 
help of members of the Deaf Community who 
chose photos for the picture. Our Heriot-Watt 
student, Tommy Malone, painted the          
background and cut the photos to make a tree.  

Bishop Tony showed us some tiny mustard seeds and fine yeast to 
help us understand our Bible reading about how the Kingdom of 
God spreads into all we do. The service looked back at history and 
forward to the future as each person present placed their Lego 
brick on foundations already built. These foundations represented 
the past work of others, on which we commit ourselves to continue 
building. A Collection during the service raised over £150 for NDS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Photo courtesy of Richard Jarvis 
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Jenny Sealey receives Signature Award 

Our Patron, Jenny Sealey, has been awarded an 
‘Outstanding Contribution Award’ at the recent 
National Signature Awards. The annual awards 
are in recognition of those volunteers,           
businesses and individuals who have made   
significant endeavours to help deaf people to be 
part of their local community. Jenny is artistic 

director and chief executive of the Graeae Theatre, a disabled-led 
theatre company, which, under her 
leadership, has grown from a small 
independent organisation to a 
world-renowned theatre company. 

New Sign at NDS 

The new sign is now in situ outside the NDS 
building, and is just awaiting the NDS services 
information. The sign has been funded by 
Small Steps Big Changes. Headed up by 
CityCare, a third sector  provider of             
community health services, 
SSBC is a new partnership  
between, the City Council, 

health  partners, voluntary sector organisations, 
parents, families and communities. The              
programme focuses on  children, parents and communities in          
Arboretum, Aspley, Bulwell, St Anns and beyond.  

Fundraising 

There have been many fundraising efforts 
this year for the NDS 125 Campaign. We 
would particularly like to thank one of our 
Students, Carol Grace for raising a magnifi-
cent £700 through her work, Senior Vape. 

NDS AGM—Wednesday 11th November 

At the NDS Annual General Meeting, held on 11 November, a 
third of the Board are asked to retire by rote and, if they wish, 
stand for re-election.  This year it was the turn of Tim Hastings, 
our Chair, Gloria Pullen and John Shilton. All three members 
agreed to stand again and were elected by the members. In     
addition to those being re-elected, members elected a new  
member to the Board, Natalie Sellears. Natalie has worked for 
many years in the Public Sector with the City Council as a Town 
Planner, an Area Co-Ordinator and latterly as the Head of Library 
and Information Services and is looking forward to being part of 
NDS and its work. 

BDA Archive Project 

Supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, the BDA has created 
SHARE: The Deaf Visual Archive. The archive is in three parts:  

 The Online Archive, which is an interactive website, allowing 
visitors to make comment on materials, as well as make their 
own contributions by uploading their own films and photos 
(www.sharedeafarchive.org) 

 ‘Power in our Hands’, a feature-length documentary            
combining footage from the BDA archives with new material 
uncovering  the hidden history and heritage of the UK’s Deaf 
community. This will be touring the UK in early 2016 (check 
www.bda.org.uk/Pages/Events/Tag/united-kingdom for    
details) 

 Education Resources. These have been developed by the BDA 
to support both the online archive and the documentary. To 
request free copies, contact:                                                           
filmheritage.assistant@bda.org.uk 

This is a continuously developing project and if you would like to 
become involved contact Jemma Buckley:                                        
filmheritage@bda.org.uk 

Gallaudet University Visit by Kath Heys 

You know about the Bucket List? The 
list of all the things you wanted to 
achieve in your lifetime? Well thank to 
the talents of one of our staff, Dr Jules 
Dickinson, I was able to accomplish one 
of my bucket list dreams to visit the 
olde worlde, wonderful world, of Gal-
laudet University.  

Gallaudet is just on the outskirts of Washington D.C. 
The University was buzzing and vibrant, everywhere 
you went people were communicating in American 
Sign Language (ASL), and I mean everywhere! I 
stayed at the Kellogg’s Conference Centre, based in 
the grounds of the University- the restaurant staff 
were Deaf, the students signed and the visitors 
signed too, even the staff at the local coffee bar could sign. So, sur-
rounding me, bemusing me, enthralling me were hands moving in a 
language that I could NOT understand!  

Professionals at Gallaudet, who fervently revered 
the work of our very own Dr Dickinson, had invited 
her as a guest lecturer. As a guest I was able to 
glean an insight into the life of a student at the  
University, and had the privilege of attending Jules’ 
exceptional lectures too       

 

I really liked this… video/telephone booths for the students. 

 

I even had a few days to sight see Washington D.C. I was able to 
use the free shuttle bus, provided by Gallaudet, to take me to     
Union Station in the centre of Washington D.C. (and yes they were 
all signing on the bus too). In fact, when arriving in the centre of      
Washington, it took some adjusting to the people around us, those 
that could speak using a language I       
understood. Washington was         
awesome, iconic buildings,             
monuments far and wide, even just 
wandering the streets was an experi-
ence in itself - everything was HUGE!  

  


